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ADCS statement in response to government announcements on adoption and performance data for local authorities









31st October 2011

Matt Dunkley, President of ADCS said:

"Local authorities take their corporate parenting responsibilities towards children in their care extremely seriously and this includes seeking permanent and stable loving homes for these children wherever possible. There is evidence that local authorities are increasingly successful in finding permanent placements for these children and young people. Adoption is the best solution for many children in the care system, but it is not the only means of securing permanence and stability - options like Special Guardianship and residence orders are increasingly being used to secure stable homes for children and young people for whom adoption is not an option. Taking into account these alternatives to adoption, the numbers of children finding a suitable stable placement is rising1. The number of care proceedings proposing adoption as a solution is also on the rise.

"There is a moral imperative to place vulnerable children in stable families as quickly as possible, while ensuring that they are safe and able to thrive in that family. We agree that there are changes required to the adoption process to speed up the recruitment and matching of vulnerable children with potential adopters, as well as the decision that children should be put up for adoption, but not at the expense of depth and quality of decisions that risk adoption breakdown. 

“There is potential to streamline this process while continuing to ensure that all parts of the system can assure themselves that the best decision is being made for the child. This includes improving the assessments and evidence provided to the court by the local authority, the prioritization of children's cases in the courts and a focus on efficient and effective assessment of adopters. This is a system wide challenge but local authorities can, and must, work with partners in the judiciary, in CAFCASS and with their own workforce to challenge unnecessary delay wherever it occurs.”

ENDS

Notes to Editors

As well as being adopted, courts can issue Special Guardianship orders and residence orders that give children and young people stable and permanent placements when adoption is not suitable. The table below shows that the number of children and young people securing a stable and permanent placement has risen 27% over the last 5 years and 8.3% increase in the last year.  The figures come from statistics published by the Department for Education on 29th September here: 

http://www.education.gov.uk/researchandstatistics/statistics/statistics-by-topic/a00196857/children-looked-after-by-las-in-england
	
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011

	ADOPTED
	3,700
	3,320
	3,160
	3,320
	3,200
	3,040

	Special Guardianship Order
	70
	760
	1,130
	1,240
	1,290
	1,740

	RESIDENCE ORDER
	930
	1,030
	910
	930
	1,010
	1,180

	PERMANENCE TOTAL
	4,700
	5,110
	5,200
	5,490
	5,500
	5,960
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